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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

Dr. C. W. Hitchcock, of Dartmouth, is spending the year in 
making geological explorations in the Hawaiian Islands. 

Asa Van Wormer, a wealthy merchant of Cincinnati, has given 
$56,000 to the University of Cincinnati, to be used for the erection of 
a fireproof library. 

Mr. S. W. Loper, curator of the museum of Wesleyan University, 
has returned from a very successful collecting trip of seven weeks in 
the Rocky Mountains. From the Tertiary Eocene beds at Fossil, 
Wyoming, he obtained 400 specimens of fossil fishes, insects, and 
plants. In Utah and Colorado he also collected large numbers of 
valuable fossils. All told he secured about 1300 specimens. 

On the twenty-second of October, Toland Medical College was form- 
ally transferred with appropriate ceremony to the keeping of the board 
of regents of the University of California. Toland Medical College 
was founded in 1863 by Dr. Hugh Huger Toland, who gave $75,000 
for that purpose. Eventually Dr. Toland presented the college to 
the University of California, but until October it was still known as 
Toland College. 

The late Franklin Story Conant, who died of yellow fever con- 
tracted in Jamaica, in the summer of 1897, was a graduate of Wil- 
liams College, in the class of 1893. His classmates have established 
a prize of $25 annual value, open to students of Williams College, 
and available towards defraying the expenses of the winner at the 
Woods Holl Laboratory. 

The city of Hamburg has established a station for plant investiga- 
tions, under the directorship of Dr. Carl Brick. Dr. Ludwig Reh, for 
some time assistant of Dr. Field, in his bibliographical institute, goes 
to the new station as zoologist. 

Dr. David D. Cunningham, professor of physiology in the Calcutta 
Medical School, has resigned and has returned to England. 

Prof. W. Adolf Bastian, director of the ethnological museum in Ber- 
lin, has returned from a trip of two and a half years in Farther India. 

James Ingraham Peck, assistant professor of biology in Williams 
College, died of pneumonia, Nov. 4, 1898, aged thirty-five. He was 
born at Seneca Castle, New York, graduated at Williams in 1887, re- 
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mained there a year, and then went to Johns Hopkins for graduate 
studies. After receiving the degree _of Ph.D from the latter institu- 
tion, he returned to Williams, as assistant in biology, in 1892, and 
two years later was made assistant professor. During recent years 
he has carried almost the entire instruction at Williams, and during 
the summer has acted as assistant director of the Marine Biological 
Laboratory at Woods Holl. His published papers are upon the vari- 
ations of the spinal nerves in different varieties of pigeons, the anat- 
omy and histology of pteropods, and upon the plankton food supply 
of fishes. 

Among recent exploring expeditions we notice the following : An 
English Antarctic expedition, under the patronage of Sir George 
Newnes, with Borchgrevinck as leader ; Louis Bernacchi, of the Mel- 
bourne Observatory, as meteorologist ; Nicolai Hansen and Hugh B. 
Evans as zoologists and collectors. The government of New South 
Wales has sent out a deep-sea expedition under the charge of Edgar 
R. Waite, of the Australian Museum. Its explorations will be con- 
fined to the adjacent regions. The Dutch government has assisted 
in a natural history exploration of the East Indian Archipelago, 
under the charge of Max C. W. Weber, the professor of zoology in 
the University of Amsterdam. Frau Weber accompanies him as 
botanist, while Dr. Jan Versluijs, of Amsterdam, and Herr H. F. 
Nierstrasz, of Utrecht, will assist upon the zoological side. Prof. 
P. Knuth, of Kiel, goes round the world on a scientific trip. He 
expects to spend some time in Buitenzorg, Java. Prof. K. Goebel, 
of Munich, takes a botanical trip to Australia and New Zealand. 

The association of Deutscher Naturforscher und Aertze will meet 
next September in Munich. Over two thousand members were pres- 
ent at the meeting at Diisseldorf in 1898. 

In recent years, as in times past, the University of Oxford has 
ranked far behind the other large English universities in scientific 
lines. At Cambridge investigators have been numerous, and they 
have had abundant facilities for their work, while at Oxford the 
students were few and the accommodations meager. Oxford loses 
still further in the recent appointment of her prominent zoologist, 
Prof. E. Ray Lankester, who goes to London as director of the Nat- 
ural History Museum at South Kensington. 

Charles William Andrews, of the geological section of the British 
Museum, has returned to London after a fifteen months' trip to Christ- 
mas Island. 
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Recent appointments : Mr. C. A. Barber, government botanist at 
Madras, India. — Dr. Friedrich Becke, of Prague, professor of miner- 
alogy in the University of Vienna. — Dr. Friedrich Blochmann, of 
Rostock, professor of zoology in the University of Tubingen. — Prof. 
Oskar Brefeld, of Minister, professor of botany in the University of 
Breslau, as successor to Cohn. — Dr. Steven Crowe, tutor in bacteri- 
ology in the College of Physicians and Surgeons in San Francisco. — 
Dr. Frederick E. Clements, lecturer in botany in the University of 
Nebraska. — Dr. Franz W. Dafert, of Sao Paulo, Brazil, director of 
the Agricultural Experiment Station in Vienna. — Dr. O. V. Darbi- 
shire, lecturer and demonstrator in botany in Owens College, Man- 
chester. • — Dr. Dieudonne, privat-docent for bacteriology in the 
University of Wurzburg. — Dr. Hermann Dingier, professor of botany 
in the forestry station at Aschaffenburg. — Mr. Frederick O. Grover, 
professor of botany in Oberlin College. — G. T. Hastings, assistant 
in botany in Cornell University. — G. M. Holman, assistant in biology 
in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. — Dr. Honl, privat- 
docent for bacteriology in the Bohemian University in Prague. — 
Dr. Hans Hausrath, extraordinary professor of forestry in the Karls- 
ruhe Technical School. — Dr. J. Jablonowski, assistant in anthropol- 
ogy in the Dresden Museum. — Dr. Friedrich Katzer, of the museum 
at Para, Brazil, geologist of the museum at Sarajevo, Bosnia. — Dr. 
Georg Klebs, of Basel, professor of botany in the University of Halle. 
— Dr. Fr. Kopsch, privat-docent for anatomy in the anatomical-bio- 
logical institute of the University of Berlin. — Dr. Robert Lauterborn, 
of Ludwigshafen, privat-docent for botany in the University of Hei- 
delberg. — Dr. Hans Lenk, professor of mineralogy and geology in 
the University of Erlangen. — Dr. Ritter Lorenz von Liburnau, clocent 
in zoology in the Vienna School of Agriculture. — Prof. Lugui Luciani, 
rector of the University of Rome. — George Grant McCurcly, instruc- 
tor in prehistoric anthropology in Yale University. — Dr. Albert 
Matthews, assistant professor of physiology in the Medical School of 
Tufts College. — VV. A. Merrill, assistant in botany in Cornell Uni- 
versity. — Dr. B. Moore, professor of physiology in the Medical 
School of Yale University. — Dr. D. Morris, of the Kew Gardens, 
head of a department to direct the practical applications of botany in 
the West Indies. — Dr. Lubomir Niederle, professor of archaeology 
and ethnology in the Bohemian University of Prague. — Dr. E. S. 
Pillsbury, tutor in bacteriology in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons in San Francisco. — Dr. Philipp Pocta, professor of pale- 
ontology in the Bohemian University of Prague. — James Pollock, 
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instructor in botany in the University of Michigan. — Dr. C. H. 
Richardson, instructor in geology and assistant in chemistry in Dart- 
mouth College. — Dr. Adalar Richter, chief of the botanical section 
of the Hungarian Museum at Budapesth. — Prof. A. F. W. Schimper, 
of Bonn, professor of botany in the University of Basel. — Dr. Karl 
Camillo Schneider, privat-docent for zoology in the University of 
Vienna. — Dr. Paul Schultz, privat-docent for physiology in the Uni- 
versity of Berlin. — Julia VV. Snow, instructor in botany in the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. — Dr. Ernst Stolley, custodian of geology and 
mineralogy in the museum at Buenos Ayres. — Dr. F. E. Suess, 
privat-docent for mineralogy and geology in University of Vienna. 
— Hamilton Timberlake, instructor in botany in the University of 
Michigan. — Dr. Josef Velenovsky, professor of botany and phyto- 
paleontology in the Bohemian University of Prague. — Prof. W. 
Waldeyer, rector of the University of Berlin for the coming year. — 
C. F. Myers- Ward, lecturer in physiology in University College, Shef- 
field, England. — Dr. Julius Nikolaus Wagner, of St. Petersburg, 
professor of zoology in the newly established polytechnic institute at 
Kieff, Russia. — Dr. Werner, docent in zoology in the University of 
Vienna. — Dr. Heinrich Ernst Ziegler, of Freiburg, i.B., Ritter pro- 
fessor of phylogeny in the University of Jena. — Dr. Zukal, professor 
of vegetable pathology in the Vienna Agricultural School. 

Recent deaths : Professor Arzruni, professor of mineralogy in the 
Ecole Polytechnique at Aix. — Lugui Balzan, arachnologist and pro- 
fessor of natural history in the University of Paraguay. — Dr. Evert 
Julius Bonsdorf, formerly professor of anatomy in the University of 
Helsingfors, aged 88. — Dr. Vicenzo Diamare, assistant in the Insti- 
tute of Comparative Anatomy of the University of Naples. — Alfred 
Hart Everett, ornithologist and student of the fauna of the Sunda 
Islands, June 18. — Dr. C. G. Gibeli, professor of botany in the Uni- 
versity of Turin. — Prof. Karl Wilhelm von Giimbel, of Munich, a 
well-known geologist, July 18, aged 75. — C. W. A. Hermann, for- 
merly a well-known mineralogist in New York, aged 97. — Dr. B. 
Kotula, botanist. — E. H. Lonsdale, of the U. S. Geological Survey, 
at Columbia, Missouri, March 7. — Joao Maria Moniz, botanist, at 
Funchal, Madeira Islands, July n, aged 75. — A. Pomel, director 
of the School of Sciences and the Geological Survey of Algiers in 
Oran, Algiers. — Dr. H. Prascholdt, formerly teacher of geology and 
paleontology in the gymnasium in Meiningen, by suicide in an Aus- 
trian prison. — Dr. de Windt, geologist, near Lake Tanganyika, Africa. 



